
 

DONNINGTON AND MUXTON PARISH COUNCIL 
 

Minutes of the Council Meeting 
held at Turreff Hall on 11th January 2016 

 
Present: Councillors: Mrs L Dugmore (Chairman), Mrs E A Clare, N Dugmore, Mrs L Edwards, M 
Edwards, Mrs R Gregory, D Hayward, J Lavery, A Lawrence, C Mason and V Rainsford. 
 
Also Present: R Morgan (Parish Clerk), Jonathan Rowe (Director - Neighbourhood Customer and 
Cultural Services), Angie Astley (Assistant Director - Neighbourhood & Customer Services), 
Rachael Jones (Service Delivery Manager Community Participation Team, Co-operative Council & 
Commercial Delivery Team), K Buttress and S Heys.  
 
The Chairman wished everyone present a Happy New Year. 
 
16/01/171 Apologies: Councillors J Haigh and J Thompson 

 Resolved – that the apologies are accepted. 
 
16/01/172 Declaration of Interest: As per Register. 
 
16/01/173 Public Session 

Mr K Buttress expressed his opposition to the proposed traffic calming measures along 
Wellington Road, Muxton. He stated that there was absolutely no point and could not justify 
the Council spending this amount of money on this project. Mr Buttress stated that he lives 
on Wellington Road and whilst accepting some people are responsible for speeding it is not 
at the point where traffic calming measures need to be installed. He informed Councillors 
that, in his opinion, chicanes were unsafe due to impatient drivers and speed cushions have 
high maintenance costs and often end up in a dangerous condition. In response to the 
Chairman’s comment about Wellington Road becoming a “rat run” when the new 
developments were built and Councillor V Rainsford’s comments regarding it being unsafe 
for residents of Breton Park to access Wellington Road due to speeding traffic, Mr Buttress 
agreed that there was a potential long term problem but Telford & Wrekin Council had 
better things to concentrate on at present. 
With regard to the Quiet Lane proposals for Muxton Lane it was explained to Mr Buttress 
that it would only be the part of the road after Muxton Cottage. Mr Buttress wondered what 
value would there be in designating Muxton Lane a “Quiet Lane” and what would be 
achieved by it. 
 
The Chairman thanked Mr Buttress for expressing his views to the Council. 

 
16/01/174 Telford & Wrekin Council’s Proposed Budgets 

The Chairman welcomed J Rowe, Mrs A Astley and Ms R Jones and thanked them for 
taking the time to attend the meeting to discuss Telford & Wrekin Council’s proposed 
budget cuts and the proposed reduction in services which could result in the possible closure 
of Donnington library and changes to the Lifelong Learning Centre. 
J Rowe informed Councillors that it was the first meeting they had been invited to and 
commended the Council for acting so quickly in inviting them to discuss the proposed cuts.  
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He explained that the proposed budgets had already been in the public domain for a week 
and the consultation will end on 7th February 2016. After finding £80m savings over the last 
number of years Telford & Wrekin Council now had to find another £30m saving over two 
years. Around two hundred items had been proposed where savings can be made, thirty two 
of which may impact on or be of interest to Town and Parish Councils. In Donnington and 
Muxton Parish Council area the highlighted ones were the closure of Donnington library and 
possible changes/closure of the Lifelong Learning Centre. J Rowe then handed over to Mrs 
A Astley to discuss the library with the Council.  
 
Donnington Library 
Mrs Astley gave Councillors an overview of the library informing Councillors that: 

• It was currently open 16hrs per week. 
• 14,597 books were loaned in 2015 by 11,200 visitors. 
• There are six public access computers. 
• The building is owned by Telford & Wrekin Council. 
• The premises costs including business rates and utilities are £14,330 per annum. 
• It is staffed from the Newport Library Team for 16 hrs per week at scale 3 equating 

to £9,202 per annum. 
• The total operating costs (staff and building) is £23,532 per annum. 
• Additional costs to consider are the library Galaxy licences and replenishment of 

books (book fund). 
Mrs Astley also informed Councillors that Hadley and Leegomery Parish Council contribute 
£2,200 toward Hadley Learning Centre library costs and that there has been a co-location of 
library and Stirchley and Brookside Parish Council under one roof. The latter purchased the 
building and operates the library through the introduction of a self-service system when 
library staff are not on site so the library is open much longer to the public. 
In response to Councillors questions Mrs Astley: 

• Informed Council that on the odd occasion grants were available, the most recent 
being from the Government to improve access to digital/electronic books. 

• The footprint of a library can be reduced if required by just stocking it with the best 
rented books. 

• The decision on which libraries would close was based on retaining Southwater 
library as it was new and along with Wellington library attracted the most people and 
issue of books. Oakengates library is run and managed by the theatre staff. However, 
there will be a reduction in costs here as it will become a self-service library.  

 
Lifelong Learning Centre (LLC), Donnington 
Mrs R Jones then gave an overview on the Lifelong Learning Centre informing Council that: 

• There are five such Community Centres in Telford which became part of the 
Community Participation Team’s responsibility in 2012.  

• There are six staff managing the five buildings but these also have other job roles. As 
such, Telford & Wrekin Council is just looking only at what savings can be made 
regarding the building whilst still trying to meet Community needs. 

• The running and maintenance costs of the LLC are quite high costing the Borough 
Council around £32,000 per annum whilst only generating £17,000 income. 
Therefore, there is a deficit of £15,000 per annum. It is currently operating at around 
60% capacity with regard to usage. 
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• External organisations wishing to lease the LLC would have need to pay the running costs 
for the buildings, however, it is likely that these would be lower than they are currently and 
there is an opportunity to increase income.        
 
Comments/requests for information 
Councillors then made the following comments and requests for further information: 

• What would happen to the library building if nothing was done? The computers are 
well used so could they/this service possibly be moved to LLC? 

• If a self-service system is installed in Donnington library, how much would this cost 
and could it be managed by the Parish Council? 

• In the proposed budgets it has listed a saving of £13,530 yet a figure of £23,532 has 
been provided as the annual costs. J Rowe stated that this would be checked. 

• Would it be possible to move the library to the LLC and let the Parish Council have 
the library building? If so, how much income could the Parish Council generate from 
this? 

• Would it be possible for the Parish Council to take over the library and if so, who 
would be the employer of the librarian? Would the Parish Council pay Telford & 
Wrekin Council or would the Parish Council be the employer. If so, there are then 
the added responsibilities of staff pensions/sick pay etc. which would need to be 
considered.  

• What increase would be required to the Parish Council precept in percentage and per 
Band “D” equivalent if it took over the library?  

• It was stated that Councillors were proud to have a library in Donnington and over 
the coming years it is expected that Town and Parish Councils would have greater 
roles in providing services for its communities. 

• What is the rateable value of the LLC? 
 

J Rowe thanked the Parish Council for its suggestions/comments/questions which he would 
investigate and respond to. The Borough Council would prefer the library to remain open 
and was delighted that the Parish Council was considering all options. He stated that there is 
funding set aside for partnership working as well as a Partnership Support Programme and 
an invest to save possibility. 
 
The Chairman thanked J Rowe, Mrs A Astley and Mrs R Jones for discussing the issues and 
looked forward to working with them to try and get the best option for everyone. The Parish 
Council’s next move would be to discuss which the preferred options are, after obtaining 
costs and what would work best. If necessary an extraordinary meeting of the Council could 
be called just to discuss this issue.  
 

16/01/175 Minutes 
 To confirm the following Minutes of the Council: 

a. Planning Committee meeting held on 14th December 2015. 
Resolved - that they are confirmed and signed as a true record. 

b. Council meeting held on 14th December 2015. 
Resolved - that they are confirmed and signed as a true record. 

 
16/01/176 Matters Arising from Minutes 

 Councillor N Dugmore asked the Clerk to chase up the following issues: 
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• Weight restrictions Wrekin Drive/St George’s Road, Donnington. The Chairman 
suggested that all Councillors send an email to Telford & Wrekin Council regarding 
this matter. 

• The Safer Roads Partnership Community Speed Watch Programme. 
• Quiet Lane designation for the part of Muxton Lane from Muxton Cottage toward 

Muxton Grange Cottages. 
• Giotto Mural – It was stated that the ground clearance looked as if it had already 

been done. Councillor Mrs E A Clare stated she had a meeting with the officer for 
access management Telford & Wrekin Council and would check with him. 

• Notice Boards Muxton – the Clerk was asked to try and get a date for installation. 
• Union Flag  

Councillor C Mason asked if any quotes had been obtained for the Chairman’s Chain of 
Office as he would like one for the Annual Council Meeting in May if possible. 
 

16/01/177 Expenditure Transactions 
 Each Councillor received a copy of the Expenditure Transactions for November 2015. It 
was noted that cheque number 204854 and 204857 on the list did not match those on the 
Bank Reconciliation as at 30th November 2015. 
 Resolved – that the amended expenditure transactions for November 2015 are accepted as a 
true record. 
 

16/01/178 Bank Reconciliation 
Each Councillor received a copy of the Bank Reconciliation as at 30th November 2015. 
Resolved – that the bank reconciliation as at 30th November 2015 is accepted as a true 
record.  
 

16/01/179 Financial Budget Comparisons 
Each Councillor received a copy of the financial budget comparisons as at 30th November 
2015. 
Resolved – that they be confirmed and signed as a true record. Councillor Mrs E A Clare 
asked for a detailed list of expenditure for budget 140 – Miscellaneous.  

 
16/01/180 Defibrillators 

Councillors were asked to consider the purchase of a Community Public Access Defibrillator 
(CPAD) and its running costs. It was proposed to install the CPAD on the external wall of 
the public toilets at The Parade, Donnington and to authorise Mr S Heys to carry out the 
required weekly check of this equipment on behalf of the Parish Council. Councillors also 
discussed the possibility of having defibrillators at the ball court/St John’s Church, Muxton 
and near to the scout hut in Donnington. S Heys stated that he was working toward getting 
Aldi, Globe Bingo, Casey’s Venues Cordingley Hall and the Scouts to provide one in this 
location. 
Resolved – to purchase a CPAD to be installed on the external wall of Donnington toilets, 
make provision for its running costs and authorise Mr Simon Heys to carry out the weekly 
check of this equipment on behalf of the Parish Council. The Clerk was asked to write on 
behalf of this Council to Aldi Head Office Public Relations Team to try and get Aldi to 
provide the location and assist with purchasing a CPAD. The Clerk was also asked to 
include the cost of two CPADs in this Councils budgets for 2017/2018. 
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16/01/181 Local Council Award Scheme 
The Chairman informed Councillors that this Council has been re-accredited with the 
Foundation Level of the Local Council Award Scheme and special commendation had been 
given for the Parish Council’s website.   

 
16/01/182 Grants 

Councillors were asked to discuss the frequency of Council meetings to award grants to 
external organisations for the benefit of residents within the Parish. Currently, this Council 
holds two meetings per annum, one in July and one in November and therefore any 
applications received after November are not discussed until the following July by which 
time the documents required are not current (i.e. bank statements). Councillors considered 
whether or not to maintain the two grant award meetings per annum or whether to discuss 
the grant applications as and when they are received by this Council at the next available 
meeting. 
Resolved – to discuss the grant applications as and when they are received by this Council at 
the next available meeting. 

 
16/01/183 Agenda Items for the Next Council Meeting 

Councillors suggested that the future of the library and Lifelong Learning Centre should be 
included on the agenda for the next Council meeting on 8th February 2016. 
 

16/01/184 Date of next meeting 
 The Chairman informed Councillors that the next Council meeting is to be held on Monday 
8th February 2016 at the Lifelong Learning Centre, Donnington commencing at 7pm.  

 
 

The meeting closed at 2040hrs. 
 
 
Signed:         
 
 
 
Date: 
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