
 

DONNINGTON AND MUXTON PARISH COUNCIL 
 

Minutes of the Council Meeting 
held at Turreff Hall on 9th November 2015 

 
Present: Councillors: Mrs L Dugmore (Chairman), Mrs E A Clare, Mrs R Gregory, D Hayward, J 
Lavery, V Rainsford, J Thompson. 
 
Also Present: R Morgan (Parish Clerk) and D Thompson.  
 
Resolved – to discuss the following item as the first item of business for this Council: 
15/11/144 George Whyle  

The Chairman informed Councillors that Mr George Whyle, a long time councillor for this 
Parish Council, has recently passed away. 

 
Resolved – to hold one minutes silence to commemorate those that gave their lives for this country 
and for Mr G Whyle, a long standing Councillor and Honorary Freeman of the Borough of Telford 
& Wrekin who recently passed away. 
 
15/11/129 Apologies: Councillors N Dugmore, Mrs L A Edwards, M B Edwards, A Lawrence and 

C Mason.     
Resolved – that the apologies are accepted. 

 
15/11/130 Declaration of Interest: As per Register. 

  
15/11/131 Public Session 

Mr D Thompson asked if it would be possible for this Council to use the old Wellington 
Rural District Chain of Office. Councillor J Thompson informed Councillors that it had been 
presented by Telford & Wrekin Council to Wellington Town Council for display purposes.  
Mr D Thompson also stated that since the Estate Manager had been made redundant the 
condition of the War Memorial in Donnington had deteriorated and he was disgusted by the 
condition of it for the Remembrance Day Service. 
The Chairman thanked Mr D Thompson for his comments. 

 
15/11/132 Minutes 

 To confirm the following Minutes of the Council: 
a. Planning Committee meeting held on 5th October 2015. 

Resolved - that they are confirmed and signed as a true record. 
b. Council meeting held on 12th October 2015. 

Resolved - that they are confirmed and signed as a true record. 
 
15/11/133 Matters Arising from Minutes 

 Councillors requested updates on the following: 
 
Bus Routes Telford – the Clerk informed Members that Councillor A McClements and an 
officer from Telford & Wrekin council would be attending the Council meeting in 
December to discuss the changes to the bus routes and it was hoped that J Crowsley from 
Arriva would also be able to attend. 

510 



 

Notice Board, The Parade – The Clerk would chase this up again. 
 
Notice Boards, Muxton – the Clerk informed Members that they were nearly completed and 
would hopefully be installed in the near future. 
 

15/11/134 Expenditure Transactions 
 Each Councillor received a copy of the Expenditure Transactions for September 2015. 
 Resolved – that the expenditure transactions for September 2015 are accepted as a true 
record. 
 

15/11/135 Financial Budget Comparisons 
Each Councillor received a copy of the financial budget comparisons as at 30th September 
2015. 
Resolved – that they be confirmed and signed as a true record. 
 

15/11/136 Transfer from Reserves 
The Chairman informed Councillors that in accordance with the re-organisation order for 
Lilleshall Parish Council and proper accounting regulations, £9,256.73 has been transferred 
from reserves to cover the cheque written to Lilleshall Parish Council as its allocation of 
Lilleshall, Donnington and Muxton Parish Council reserves.  

 
15/11/137 Play area Lifelong Learning Centre 

Councillor Mrs E A Clare informed Councillors that a bid in the region of £22,000 is being 
submitted to SITA by Telford & Wrekin Council to refurbish the play area adjacent to the 
Lifelong Learning Centre, Donnington Wood. The bid requires an 11% contribution from 
the applicant and as such the Donnington Borough Councillors are making a contribution 
from Telford & Wrekin Council Ward Fund. It is requested that the Parish Council 
contributes £2,000 toward the application. Depending on how long the application takes 
there is a possibility that this Council could budget for it for 2016/2017. 
Resolved – to provide £2,000 toward the 11% contribution required for the application to 
refurbish the play area adjacent to the Lifelong Learning Centre, Donnington.  
 

15/11/138 Donnington War Memorial  
Following discussions with Telford & Wrekin Council and TWS the extra cost of having the 
grass cut and collected at the War Memorial throughout the grass cutting season is 
approximately £476. Councillors considered assisting in contributing to the cost of the grass 
cutting to include its collection.  
Resolved – to contribute £476 toward the cutting and collection of grass at the Donnington 
War Memorial throughout the cutting season. The Clerk is also asked to write to Telford & 
Wrekin Council expressing this Councils disgust concerning the state of the Donnington 
War Memorial for this year’s Remembrance Day Service. The Clerk is to stipulate that the 
War Memorial must be cleaned properly prior to next years’ service and that it is kept in 
pristine condition throughout the year  
 

15/11/139 Council Priorities  
The Chairman informed Councillors of the ideas put forward for priorities for this Council as 
discussed on 2nd November 2015 which were as follows: 
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Advertising on Bus Shelters 
Cordingley Hall 
Giotto Mural – Suggestions were made that perhaps s106 money could be used to renovate 
the mural but there was a possibility that this Parish Council would support a school/group 
project to refurbish the mural by purchasing the materials required. 
 

Resolved – to adjourn the meeting to celebrate Councillor C Mason’s 80th Birthday. 
 
Councillors N Dugmore and A Lawrence arrived at the meeting at this point. 
 
Resolved – to reconvene the meeting. 
 

Land at Saltwell’s Drive to the rear of Thornton Park Avenue, Muxton – The Clerk informed 
Councillors that having had the trees thinned out and the blackberry and nettles cut back 
approximately three years ago, the area now had regeneration of trees and the bushes and 
nettles were back to the same level as that of three years ago. The cost to carry out this work 
again is £700 which included clearing the culvert and which had been accounted for in this 
year’s budgets. A future annual programme of maintaining the site but also to keep the land 
attractive to wildlife would cost approximately £50 per annum.  
Resolved – that the Clerk has the work carried out to remove the regeneration of trees, 
shrubs and nettles and to allocate a budget of £50 for future years.  

 
Footpath Celadine Way, Donnington – to investigate why the footpath on Celadine Way 
suddenly stopped only to reappear again closer to the roundabout on Donnington Wood 
Way/Marshbrook Way. The grassed area between was very well used by walkers and, if 
possible, the paths should be joined up. 

 
Christmas Lights – It was suggested that this Council has a rolling programme/budget to 
purchase new Christmas lights. There is currently £6,000 in the budget but this is now being 
used up simply to install and take down the lights around Christmas. The Clerk was asked to 
enquire if grants were available from SITA, Veolia or National Lottery to help purchase new 
lights for the community. 

 
Notice Boards – A request was made for more notice boards to be purchased to be located at 
Highlander Drive, Donnington and near Breton Park, Muxton. A budget of £750 was 
suggested to cover the purchase and installation costs. 
Resolved – to allocate £750 in the budgets for 2016/2017 to purchase two notice boards. 

 
Clock on Clocktower roundabout – As the Clocktower is the northern gateway to Telford it 
was proposed that it should be made a feature of and as such spotlights should be installed to 
light it up. It was suggested that the installation of these lights should be included as part of 
the upgrade of the roundabout and the Clerk is to contact T&Wr regarding this matter. 
 
Earmarked Reserves for Match Funding – A number of grants were becoming available to 
the local community which required a percentage of match funding. More responsibilities 
were being passed down to Parish/Town Councils and their communities as a result of the 
Localism Act 2011 so it was suggested that some of the Parish Council reserves are 
earmarked to cover any match funding/grant opportunities with a budget of £1,000 being put 
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To start the earmarked reserve off it was suggested that £5,000 is earmarked as part of the 
budget setting/management of reserves for the financial year 2016/2017. 
Resolved – to earmark £5,000 as part of the budget setting/management of reserves for the 
financial year 2016/2017 and allocate £1,000 per annum in future years. 
 
Chairman’s Chain of Office – As this Parish Council is the third largest in the Borough it 
was suggested that a suitable Chain of Office is worn by its Chairman and as such a request 
was made that the Council purchases a new Chain of Office. The Clerk was asked to obtain 
quotes for a new one either made of silver or polished steel and write to Wellington Town 
Council to ascertain if this Council could use the old Wellington Rural District Chain of 
Office. 

 
Memorial Trees – A request had been made by the vicar of the Baptist Church on Queen’s 
Road, Donnington if more trees could be planted around the Parish. It was suggested to plant 
trees on Donnington Recreation Ground to commemorate those that gave their lives fighting 
for this country. Due to the number of trees that would be required it was suggested that a 
rolling planting programme be created over the coming years with a plaque for each tree and 
to get the local schools involved in planting them. The Clerk was asked to find out how 
many names were on the Roll of Honour and discuss the matter with the Tree Officer from 
T&Wr Council. One tree could represent a number (e.g.10) of those that gave their lives.   

  
War Memorial, Muxton – A request was made to investigate the possibility of having a War 
Memorial in Muxton. The Clerk was asked to investigate the matter with the possibility of 
using a piece of land adjacent to Lytham Green. Permission would have to be obtained from 
the Royal British Legion for this. 

 
Play Schemes/Children’s facilities – Grants were available to provide/improve play 
equipment for children and play schemes throughout the summer from Children in Need. 
However, agents were required to apply for this money and the Parish Council was deemed a 
suitable agent. A request was made if this Parish Council would act as an agent to apply to 
Children in Need for a grant to provide summer play schemes and improve play equipment 
for areas within the parish. 

 
History of the Parish – It was suggested that a history of this Parish should be obtained. The 
Clerk was asked to enquire if any local history groups or a local history student would be 
interested in this project.  

 
Community Events – It was suggested that this Parish Council holds two community events 
a year, one in May and one for Christmas. If this was agreed then the events budget would 
need to be increased and an investigation of grants available would have to be carried out to 
fund the events. 
Resolved – to increase the events budget to £4,000 for 2016/2017. 

 
Union Jack – It was suggested that a Union Jack flag be purchased to be flown on special 
occasions on the flag pole at Cordingley Hall. The Clerk was asked to investigate if Telford 
& Wrekin Council or the local Army depot would be willing to lend one to this Parish 
Council and also the cost of purchasing one.  
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15/11/140 Budget Setting 
Councillors were asked to consider setting up a working group to discuss the budgets and 
precept required for 2016/2017 prior to their presentation to Council.  
Resolved – that Councillors M Edwards, Mrs R Gregory, J Lavery and A Lawrence are 
members of the working group to discuss budgets for setting the precept for 2016/2017. The 
Clerk is to arrange a suitable date in the next coming weeks for this groups meeting  
 

15/11/141 Working Lunch  
The Chairman informed those present that the working lunch had been quite a success and 
that relevant information had been passed around those attending. It is hoped that 
representatives from the local schools would be able to attend the next meeting in January 
2016. It had been agreed that a working lunch was to take place on the second Thursday of 
every other month, the next meeting being Thursday 14th January 2016 commencing at 12 
noon.   
 

15/11/142 Highways Donnington and Muxton  
Each Councillor received a copy of emails received from Mr N Kitchen regarding an update 
on the Weight Restrictions for St George’s Road and Wrekin Drive, Donnington, Traffic 
Calming measures Wellington Road, Muxton and pedestrian crossing, Wrekin Drive, 
Donnington. Councillors were concerned about the amount of time it was taking to action 
these requests and that Mr Kitchen’s own timescales had not been met. Also, no costings had 
been provided as requested regarding the traffic calming measures for Wellington Road, 
Muxton.  
Resolved – that the Clerk invites D Hanley to its next meeting stating this Councils’ 
concerns and copy Mr Kitchen’s email to him. The Clerk was also asked to request what 
objections had been received regarding the Traffic Regulation Orders. It was also suggested 
that Mr A Maiden be invited to the next working lunch.  

 
15/11/143 Christmas Festival 
 The Chairman informed Councillors of the progress of the Christmas Festival for this year. 
 
15/11/145 Mayors Carol Service Wellington Town Council  

Councillors were informed of an invitation to Wellington Town Council’s Mayor’s Carol 
Service which will take place at All Saints Church, Wellington on Sunday 29th November 
2015 commencing at 6.30pm. 
 

15/11/146 Grants to St Matthew’s Church, Donnington  
Each Councillor received a copy of a letter of thanks for grants awarded to St Matthew’s 
Church over the past number of years. 
 

15/11/147 Agenda Items for the Next Council Meeting 
Councillors suggested that the following items should be included on the agenda for the next 
Council meeting on 14th December 2015: 
S Heys talk and demonstration of a defibrulator. 
Invite D Hanley to discuss highway issues  
Lack of training/changing facilities for football teams in Donnington 
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15/11/148 Date of next meeting 
 The Chairman informed Councillors that the next Council meeting is to be held on Monday 
23rd November 2015 at Turreff Hall, Donnington commencing at 7pm to discuss the award 
of grants to local groups/organisations.  
 

 
The meeting closed at 2040hrs. 
 
 
 
Signed:         
 
 
 
Date: 
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