
 

DONNINGTON AND MUXTON PARISH COUNCIL 
 

Minutes of the Council Meeting 
held at Turreff Hall on 20th July 2015 

 
Present: Councillors: Mrs L Dugmore (Chairman), Mrs E A Clare, N Dugmore, Mrs L A Edwards, 
M B Edwards, Mrs R Gregory, J Haigh, J Lavery, C Mason, V Rainsford, J Thompson. 
 
Also Present: R Morgan (Parish Clerk), Mrs C Batson, Mr & Mrs A Johnson and D Thompson.  
 
15/7/50 Apologies: Councillors D Hayward and A Lawrence. 
  Resolved – that the apologies are accepted. 
 
15/7/51 Declaration of Interest: As per Register. 

  
15/7/52 Public Session 

Mrs Batson informed Councillors of her concerns regarding road safety issues at the corner 
of Queen’s Road/School Road and the junction with Church Road, Donnington. Vehicles are 
parking on the pavement restricting driver’s views of oncoming traffic including buses. Mrs 
Batson stated that there had been incidents where vehicles had only just managed to avoid 
collisions and requested that something is done to prevent possible accidents in the future. 
The Chairman asked the Clerk to pass these comments onto the Police and enquire with 
Telford & Wrekin Council to see whether parking preventative measures such as double 
yellow lines could be installed at this location. 
Mr D Thompson asked if it would be possible for Arriva to erect notices on bus stops which 
are now no longer on the new bus routes to prevent people inadvertently waiting at them.  
The Chairman thanked Mrs Batson and D Thompson for bringing these concerns to the 
attention of the Parish Council.  
 

15/7/53 Minutes 
 To confirm the following Minutes of the Council’s meetings: 

a. Planning Committee 22nd June 2015. 
Resolved - that they are confirmed and signed as a true record. 

b. Council Meeting of 22nd June 2015. 
Resolved - that the amended Minutes are confirmed and signed as a true record. 

c. Extraordinary Council Meeting of 29th June 2015. 
Resolved - that they are confirmed and signed as a true record. 

 
15/7/54 Matters Arising from Minutes 

When asked if Arriva had been invited to attend a Council meeting to explain the reasons 
behind the changes to the bus routes the Clerk explained that they had but as yet he had 
received no response. The Clerk stated he would re-send the invitation.  
The Clerk was asked if there was any news regarding the weight limit restriction for St 
George’s Road/Wrekin Drive Donnington. The Clerk stated that no correspondence had 
been received regarding this matter and would chase it up. 
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15/7/55 Expenditure Transactions 
 Each Councillor received a copy of the following Expenditure Transactions: 

a. May 2015. 
Resolved – that the expenditure transactions for May 2015 are accepted as a true 
record.                                                                                                                        

b. June 2015. 
Resolved – that the expenditure transactions for June 2015 are accepted as a true 
record. 

 
15/7/56 Bank Reconciliation 

 Each Councillor received a copy of the following Bank Reconciliations as at: 
a. 31st May 2015. 

Resolved – that the bank reconciliation as at 31st May is accepted as a true record. 
b. 30th June 2015. 

Resolved – that the bank reconciliation as at 30th June 2015 is accepted as a true 
record. 

 
15/7/57 Financial Budget Comparisons 

Each Councillor received a copy of the financial budget comparisons as at 30th June 2015. 
Resolved – that they be confirmed and signed as a true record. Councillor N Dugmore 
requested details of the expenditure transactions for budget heading 480/1 General 
Maintenance. 
 

15/7/58 Assistant Clerk’s Resignation 
Councillors were informed that a letter has been received from the Assistant Clerk tendering 
her four week notice of termination of office effective from 10th August 2015 making her 
last working day with this Council the 4th September 2015.  
Resolved – that it is with regret that the resignation is accepted and to thank the Assistant 
Clerk for her work and contribution to this Council during her time here. A Staff and 
Personnel Committee meeting will now be arranged to take place on Monday 27th July 2015 
immediately after the Council meeting to discuss this matter and other staff hours and job 
descriptions. 

 
15/7/59 Muxton Ball Courts and Outdoor Gym 

Councillors were informed about the progress of the Half Ball Court Multi-Use Game Area 
(MUGA) and outdoor gym on Marshbrook Way, Muxton and the full MUGA at Saltwell’s 
Drive, Muxton. Consultation finishes on 14th August after which a planning application will 
be submitted. Councillors discussed purchasing an item for the outdoor gym which will 
make it one of the best in the Country.  
Resolved – not to purchase another item of equipment for the outdoor gym. 
 

15/7/60 Notice Boards for Muxton 
Councillors considered purchasing and installing a Parish Council/Community notice 
board(s) for Muxton and discussed quotes received.  
Resolved – that the Clerk asks where St Matthew’s Church, Donnington obtained their 
notice board from and contact TEN Horsehay to enquire if they would be able to make a 
notice board with Perspex doors and at what cost. The Chairman and Muxton Borough 
Councillors are given delegated powers to proceed with purchasing a notice board(s) for 
Muxton.                        494 



 

 
15/7/61 Muxton Parish Council 

The Chairman stated that a Muxton Parish Council had been part of the Conservative 
Councillors manifesto at the recent elections at which they were elected and this item was to 
inform the whole council of their intentions. As part of the process residents would have to 
be consulted and some Councillors wished to have more information on the precept and 
budget split between the electorate for all four Wards before considering the matter. It was 
also stated that this is a good efficient Parish Council and that the communities should stick 
together and that careful consideration should be taken regarding this matter. 
 

15/7/62 Quiet Lanes and Home Zones  
Councillors discussed approaching Telford & Wrekin Council with a request to designate 
Muxton Lane as a Quiet Lane.  
Resolved – that as Muxton Lane appears to fit the criteria set out in the Transport Act 2000 
this Council requests that Telford & Wrekin Council considers designating Muxton Lane as 
a Quiet Lane. The Clerk was asked to check Gladman Development application for 
development on Muxton Lane to ascertain if any traffic survey was done as part of the 
application and if so to check the data involved.  
 

15/7/63 Chairman’s Chain of Office 
Councillors were informed that correspondence has recently been received from Mr G 
Whyle’s daughter requesting that the chain from the Chairman’s Chain of Office is returned 
to him as a result of Lilleshall leaving this Parish Council. However, should the Parish 
Council wish to purchase the chain from Mr Whyle then it is to get a valuation confirming 
its weight and then Mr Whyle’s daughter will get her own independent valuation after which 
a fee can be agreed. Mr Whyle purchased the Chain for the Council when it became 
Lilleshall and Donnington Parish Council. The Clerk informed Council that a valuation had 
been received which gave the value of the chain as £1,700. 
Resolved – not to purchase the chain and the Clerk is to liaise with Mr Whyle’s daughter for 
collection as it is deemed too valuable to post. The Clerk is also to send a letter of thanks to 
Mr Whyle for the past use of the chain by this Council and to obtain a ribbon as its 
replacement. 
 

15/7/64 Proposed changes to local bus services by Arriva 
Councillors discussed an email and letter received from Councillor Angela McClements 
regarding the proposed changes to local bus services by Arriva and noted the request to 
provide feedback from Councillors and residents regarding the effectiveness or otherwise of 
the current bus network. It was stated that the new routes appear confusing and that signs 
should be placed in bus stops which are no longer in use to prevent residents waiting at 
them. Whilst Arriva has stated that the changes were made for efficiency Councillors were 
disappointed with the lack of consultation.  
Resolved – that the Clerk writes to Mark Pritchard MP expressing this Councils concerns 
regarding the new bus routes and request that he lobby’s the Transport Minister to review 
the Transport Act 1985. Councillors are to send their concerns to the Clerk who will compile 
a list of issues before passing them on to Arriva and Telford & Wrekin Council.  
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15/7/65 Youth Forum 
The Chairman informed Councillors that the Tea Dance recently organised by the 
Donnington Youth Panel was absolutely wonderful and that this Council should consider 
providing support to it and any of its future activities. Other Councillors that attended the 
event commented on the wonderful food provided and the exemplary behaviour shown by 
the Youth Panel.  
Resolved – to write a letter from this Council congratulating the young people on such a 
successful event and inform them that the Parish Council will underwrite any losses made on 
future events up to a limit of £200. 

 
15/7/66 Christmas Festival 

The Chairman suggested that this year the Parish Council could organise a German 
Christmas Market as part of its festive celebrations this year. Local businesses could be 
contacted requesting their support for this event. 
Resolved – that the Chairman and Clerk are given delegated powers to proceed with 
organising a Christmas event like a German Christmas Market toward the end of November. 

 
15/7/67 Local Council Award Scheme 

The Chairman produced a certificate from the National Association of Local Councils 
(NALC), the Society of Local Council Clerks (SLCC) and the Local Government 
Association for this Council having achieved the Foundation level of the Local Council 
Award Scheme. The Clerk informed those present of the criteria needed to retain this award 
and for the more advanced awards of The Quality Award and the Quality Gold Award.  

 
15/7/68 Wrekin Area Committee 

The Chairman provided an update from the Wrekin Area Committee stating that each Parish 
Council was entitled to send two members to the Wrekin Area Committee but only those 
who were members of the Shropshire Association of Local Councils (SALC) could vote for 
members of the SALC Executive Committee. Those elected to the Executive Committee are: 
Mrs K Roper, Councillors R Williams, R Scammel, R Perkins and R Pitt. 

 
15/7/69 Public Realm Officer Telford & Wrekin Council  

The Chairman informed Councillors of the resignation of Aaron England (Public Realm 
Officer, Telford & Wrekin Council) and wished to thank him for the work he has carried out 
in and around the parish.  
Resolved – that the Clerk writes thanking him for all the work he has had carried out in and 
around the parish.  
 

15/7/70 Agenda Items for the Next Council Meeting 
The Chairman asked Councillors if they have any items for discussion which they wish to 
have placed on the agenda for the next Council meeting. The following items were 
requested: 
Councillor C Mason – Donnington War Memorial 
Councillor V Rainsford – Lack of air pollution management or regulation for Telford Town 
Centre. 
Councillor J Haigh – Cordingley Hall 
Councillor Mrs L Dugmore – Christmas Festival 
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15/7/71 Date of next meeting 
 The Chairman informed Councillors that the next Council meeting is scheduled for Monday 
27th July 2015 to be held at Turreff Hall, Donnington commencing at 7pm. This meeting is 
to discuss grant applications received by this Council.  
 
 

The meeting closed at 2030hrs. 
 
 
 
 
Signed:         
 
 
 
 
Date: 
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