
Lilleshall, Donnington and Muxton Parish Council 
Minutes of a Full Council Meeting held at  

Turreff Hall, 10th November 2014 at 7.00pm 
 
Present: 
 
Councillors: A Lawrence (Chairman), A Baker, Mrs C A Baker, Mrs V Brown, Mrs E A 
Clare, Mrs L Dugmore, N Dugmore, C Mason, Mrs E P Millard, J Thompson.  
 
Also Present: R Morgan (Parish Clerk), D Farrington and M Robson (Cerda Planning), R 
Henderson (Davidsons Developments), K Swallow (Telford & Wrekin Council’s Service 
Delivery Manager for School Organisation Services), Mrs R Gregory, N Jenkins and D 
Thompson. 
 
1. Apologies: Councillors B Green, Mrs P A Green, J Haigh, J Lavery and P Norton. 

Resolved – that the apologies are accepted. 
 

2. Declaration of Interest: As per Register.  
 

3. Public Session 
Mr D Thompson asked when the Council would broadcast on Shropshire Radio the 
fact that this Council was not issuing pensioners Christmas vouchers this year as he 
had been approached by residents enquiring of him. The Clerk informed Mr 
Thompson that the latest newsletter with this information was in the process of 
being delivered to residents within the parish.  
The Clerk was asked to check if deliveries had yet been made to Smiths Crescent, 
Donnington and houses on Furnace Lane, Trench.  
 

4. Station Road, Donnington 
The Chairman invited those representing Cerda Planning and Davidsons 
Developments to discuss the proposed development on Land off Station Road, 
Donnington. A brief background to the developers and the Station Road 
development was provided. It was stated that just under a half of the proposed site 
is owned by a member of the Davidsons family and had been since 2008 with the 
remainder still owned by Mr Ward a local farmer. The site had been in the 
developer’s portfolio for some time so was not something that had just recently 
been considered. Cerda Planning had sought to engage with the community about 
the proposed development as it wanted to discover its points of view so that they 
could be taken into consideration. A total of fifty three people had attended the 
consultation in October at St Michael’s Church, Lilleshall and their comments were 
still being received and evaluated. It is proposed that the development consists of 
260 dwellings unlike the 339 stipulated in Telford & Wrekin Council’s (T&Wr) 
draft “Shaping Places” document. It is proposed to have 30% affordable homes but 
this was still to be confirmed with T&Wr. Consideration would also be given to the 
provision of bungalows. The water course on the site would have to be re-aligned. 
Answering questions from Councillors it was stated that: 

• the company had no interest in developing the land either side of the A518 
highlighted in T&Wr Shaping Places document. 
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• It is T&Wr responsibility to ensure tests are met regarding financial 
provision from the development, through s106 money, toward transport, 
education etc. 

• It is hoped to submit the outline planning application to T&Wr before 
Christmas. However, comments from the consultation process were still 
being analysed and they were still waiting for T&Wr to provide details on 
how much green space had to be provided and how this is calculated. 

• It is hoped that work on the site will commence toward the end of 2015. 
 
Councillors were curious as to why the consultation process had started prior to the 
publication of the “Shaping Places” document but the developers stated that the 
Government is keen to boost housing supply and the National Planning Policy 
Framework (NPPF) allows for presumption in favour of sustainable development 
where emerging policies have not yet been published. 
 
Councillors also queried why the consultation had been held in Lilleshall when 
there is a poor public transport service from The Humbers (where the proposed site 
is located) to Lilleshall and stated their disappointment with the turnout. The 
developers stated that this was the only suitable venue available at the time and 
leaflets were distributed to The Humbers advertising the event. 
 
The Chairman thanked D Farrington, M Robson and R Henderson for coming to 
the Council meeting to discuss the proposed development.       
 

5. Assisted Travel to Newport Schools 
The Chairman invited K Swallow, Service Delivery Manager for School 
Organisational Services, to discuss the Assisted Travel to Newport Schools as a 
result of concerns raised by Councillors on the provision of transport for the 
children in Lilleshall to schools in Newport. K Swallow stated that T&Wr were 
examining policies to discover if any anomalies existed as the Borough Council 
had a statutory duty to provide transport for children living over three miles from 
their school. As only half the village of Lilleshall was outside the stated three miles 
this anomaly had been identified as an area where cuts could possibly be made as 
transport was currently provided for all the children in the village. As a result, a 
consultation process had been started to see if the routes to these schools were safe 
for children inside the three mile radius to walk to school. The bus from 
Donnington to Lilleshall had already been withdrawn. Councillors then highlighted 
the following concerns: 

• The A518 is an extremely dangerous road to cross but especially so during 
peak times.  

• Whilst the path has been improved by the Red House Inn it is part cycle 
path. This path then narrows, disappears for some distance behind a tall 
hedge which is not illuminated, and reappears by the Aston Inn.  

• After this the pavement is extremely narrow and children carrying bags etc 
are vulnerable to being hit by passing van and lorry wing mirrors.  

• Schools do not provide anywhere for children to leave books and equipment 
so everything has to be carried to and from school. 
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Councillors then asked if spare seats on the bus could be purchased by those living 
within the three mile radius as the bus was always half empty. K Swallow stated 
that people entitled to bus passes may, at times, choose not to use them as buses are 
tailored to the number of seats required.  
 
It was agreed that a meeting is to be arranged with the Road Safety Officer to 
accompany concerned residents, parents and councillors to walk the route to 
Newport with the schoolchildren so that a clear view of the dangers can be 
demonstrated. 
 
The Chairman thanked K Swallow for attending the meeting.  
 

6. Minutes 
Councillors were invited to confirm the following Minutes of the meetings of the 
Council: 

a. Full Council meeting of 13th October 2014. 
Resolved – that they be confirmed and signed as a true record. 

b. Planning Committee meeting of 27th October 2014. 
Resolved – that they be confirmed and signed as a true record. 
 

7. Matters Arising for Information 
Councillors requested updates regarding the following: 
 
Speed Indicator Display Signs (SIDS) – The Clerk informed Councillors that 
there would be no cost for a SIDS along Wellington Road, Muxton so a request had 
been made for one to be put in place. A date for this had not been given. 
 
Road Signs – The Clerk had informed Telford & Wrekin Council that the sign for 
Muxton situated on Donnington Wood Way was missing and that the pole was still 
in place. A reference number had been provided for this. Also, discussions had 
taken place for a sign showing “Muxton 30mph” to be placed at the start of 
Marshbrook Way off the roundabout with Donnington Wood Way and Celandine 
Way. 
 
Christmas Decoration Fittings – the Clerk informed Councillors that there was 
enough money in the budget for three connections to be installed to the lamp posts 
on Wellington Road, Muxton for Christmas festoons. However, due to Eon being 
extremely busy at this time of year it is unlikely that they can be installed before 
Christmas. The Clerk was asked to contact Eon again to see if there was any 
possibility they could be installed prior to Christmas.                                                
 

8. Expenditure Transactions  
Each Councillor received a copy of the expenditure transactions for September 
2014. 
Resolved – that the expenditure transactions for September 2014 are accepted as a 
true record. 
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9. Bank Reconciliation 
Each Councillor received a copy of the bank reconciliation as at 30th September 
2014. 
Resolved – that the bank reconciliation as at 30th September 2014 is accepted as a 
true record. 
 

10. Financial Budget Comparison 
Each Councillor received a copy of the financial budget comparisons as at 30th 
September 2014. 
Resolved – that they are confirmed and signed as a true record. 
 

11. Working Lunch Group 
Each Councillor received a copy of the Clerk’s report regarding his attendance at 
the Working Lunch Group held recently at Stirchley and Brookside Parish Council. 
This was due to consideration being given by this Parish Council to start a similar 
event. The proposed Working Lunch would include officers and representatives 
from all organisations within the Parish Council area allowing for the sharing of 
information and working together to improve the community.  
Resolved – to commence the working lunches with external organisations after the 
elections in May 2015 and to include representatives covering Trench. 
 

12. Annual Public and Annual General Meetings 
Due to the elections being held on Thursday 7th May 2015 Councillors were asked 
to reschedule the Annual Public Meeting and Annual General Meeting of this 
Parish Council to Monday 18th May 2015.  
Resolved – that the Annual Public Meeting and Annual General Meeting of this 
Parish Council are to be held on Monday 18th May 2015. 
 

13. Tree Rear of 7 The Stables, Muxton 
Councillors were asked to consider a request to fell a large Hawthorn tree to the 
rear of 7 The Stables, Muxton which is situated on Parish Council land at a cost of 
£420. Whilst Councillors sympathised with the owner of the house they were also 
concerned that the TWS tree officer’s report showed that there is nothing wrong 
with the tree. 
Resolved – that the Council agrees to the reduction of the crown of the tree but ask 
the resident if he is willing to pay for this work.  
 

14. Footpath Lights Red Hill 
Councillors were requested to authorise proceeding with removing the footpath 
lights situated off Red Hill at a cost of £1,127.80 
Resolved – that the footpath lights situated off Red Hill are removed. 
 

15. Parish Council Logo 
Councillors provided suggestions for the design of a new Parish Council Logo for 
Donnington and Muxton Parish Council.  
Resolved – that the Clerk contacts local schools and ask pupils to design a new 
logo for Donnington and Muxton Parish Council. 
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16. Youth Council 
The Clerk requested authority to begin a consultation process to set up a Youth 
Council for Donnington and Muxton Parish Council as from 1st April 2015. 
Councillors stated that if a Youth Council was set up then grants are available to 
help toward costs.  
Resolved – that the Clerk has permission to investigate the possibility of starting a 
Youth Council for Donnington and Muxton Parish Council but as from May 2015. 
 

17. Date of Next Meeting 
The Chairman informed Councillors that the next Council meeting will be held on 
Monday 24th November 2014 at Turreff Hall commencing at 7pm. This meeting is 
to discuss the awarding of grants. 
 
 

The meeting closed at 2030hrs. 
 
 
 
Signed:        
 
 
 
 
Date: 
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