
Lilleshall, Donnington and Muxton Parish Council 
Minutes of a Full Council Meeting held at  

Turreff Hall, 8th September 2014 at 7.00pm 
 
Present: 
 
Councillors: A Lawrence (Chairman), Mrs V Brown, Mrs E A Clare, B Green, Mrs P A 
Green, J Lavery, Mrs E P Millard, J Thompson.  
 
Also Present: R Morgan (Parish Clerk), Mrs R Gregory, N Kitchen (Telford & Wrekin 
Council’s Senior Traffic and Streetworks Engineer), Catherine Lane and  D Thompson. 
 
1. Apologies: Councillors A Baker, Mrs C A Baker, Mrs L Dugmore, N Dugmore, J 

Haigh, C Mason and P Norton. 
Resolved – that the apologies are accepted. 
 

2. Declaration of Interest: As per Register.  
 

3. Public Session 
Mr D Thompson complained about the condition of the grass at the closed 
churchyard at St Matthew’s Church, Donnington and the War Memorial at 
Winifred’s Drive, Donnington. The Clerk informed Mr Thompson that he had 
instructed the Council’s contractor to cut the grass at the church and would chase 
this matter up. The Clerk will report Mr Thompson’s concerns about the War 
Memorial to Telford & Wrekin Council as it is responsible for its maintenance. 
The Chairman thanked Mr Thompson for bringing these issues to the Council’s 
notice.  
 

4. Parish Highway Matters 
The Chairman invited Mr N Kitchen to discuss the following highway issues within 
this parish: 

a. Speed limit repeater signs Marshbrook Way, Muxton – As there is street 
lighting along this road it is classed as a restricted road and therefore has a 
statutory speed limit of 30mph. Therefore, there is no requirement for speed 
signs. It was explained to Councillors that the roundels painted on the road 
are a result of inconsistencies regarding speed notifications up to 2006 
throughout the Borough and there is now a policy of removing them and not 
re-painting those that have faded. If Councillors wished to have “gateway” 
signs which included the speed limit then it was possible for them to pay for 
these signs from their Ward funding. Mr Kitchen stated that he would 
investigate the matter of whether there was a speed limit sign at the start of 
Marshbrook Way off the roundabout with Donnington Wood Way. Mr 
Kitchen also agreed to investigate a 20mph limit outside Muxton Primary 
School as a way of introducing a signed slower speed past the school and 
this would involve a traffic survey which would also help indicate the 
current volume of traffic along Marshbrook Way which was also raised as 
an issue during the meeting.  

b. Speed restriction Wellington Road, Muxton – After having discussions with 
the Safer Road Partnership it was apparent that there was no suitable 
location to place the van containing the speed cameras.  
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When the issue was re-addressed the Partnership returned with a camera 
mounted on a tripod. The issue then was that drivers could see the camera 
and its operators and reduced their speed so Safer Roads were unable to 
provide any effective measurable enforcement. The Partnership was 
considering the use of private land on which to park its vehicle in future. It 
was suggested to remove the white centre lines outside Breton Park as this 
would have a psychological effect on drivers making them slow down. Mr 
Kitchen stated that this would be given consideration but in the meantime 
he could offer Speed Indicator Display Signs (SIDS) along this stretch of 
the road.   

c. Weight limits restrictions Wrekin Drive/St George’s Road, Donnington – 
This Parish Council was requesting a weight restriction of 7.5 tonnes for 
vehicles along these roads to prevent Heavy Goods Vehicles (HGVs) using 
them. Mr Kitchen stated that the survey carried out in 2009 showed a very 
small percentage of HGVs actually using these roads and a legal Order 
would still need exemptions from the Order to access local business. 
However, he would be willing to undertake an up to date survey and would 
carry out an informal origin and destination type survey to identify whether 
specific companies/business were responsible for using the route as a cut 
through. These companies could then be written to if required. Mr Kitchen 
also stated he would identify where the signs directing HGVs from 
Limekiln Roundabout to the Rail Freight Terminal are located and inform 
the Parish Council. When asked, Mr Kitchen stated that the cost of 
installing a weight restriction limit could be in the region of £3,000 but the 
legal Order can draw objections from national organisations like the Road 
Haulage Association.  
The Chairman thanked Mr Kitchen for attending the meeting.  

 
5. Minutes 

To confirm the following Minutes of the meetings of the Council: 
a. Planning Committee Meeting of 14th July 2014. 

Resolved – that they be confirmed and signed as a true record. 
b. Full Council meeting of 14th July 2014. 

Resolved – that they be confirmed and signed as a true record. 
c. Planning Committee meeting of 28th July 2014. 

Resolved – that they be confirmed and signed as a true record. 
d. Full Council meeting of 28th July 2014. 

Resolved – that they be confirmed and signed as a true record. 
e. Staff and Personnel Committee Meeting of 11th August 2014. 

Resolved – that they be confirmed and signed as a true record. 
f. Planning Committee meeting of 18th August 2014. 

Resolved – that they be confirmed and signed as a true record. 
 

6. Matters Arising for Information 
Councillors received an update regarding the following: 
Assisted Travel to Schools – As no cost benefits had yet been provided the Clerk 
was asked to chase this matter up. Councillors could see no logic in preventing 
some children living in Lilleshall from using the assisted travel to schools when the 
bus had to pass through the village anyway. The safety of schoolchildren should be 
paramount when considering options. 
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Footpath Lilleshall Tennis Courts – The Clerk informed Councillors that Telford 
& Wrekin Council had already carried out the work to improve the path to the side 
of the tennis courts. 
 

7. Expenditure Transactions  
Each Councillor received a copy of the expenditure transactions for: 

a. June 2014. 
Resolved – that the expenditure transactions for June 2014 are accepted as 
a true record. 

b. July 2014. 
Resolved – that the expenditure transactions for July 2014 are accepted as 
a true record. 

 
8. Bank Reconciliation 

Each Councillor received a copy of the bank reconciliation as at: 
a. 30th June 2014. 

Resolved – that the bank reconciliation as at 30th June 2014 is accepted as 
a true record. 

b. 31st July 2014. 
Resolved – that the bank reconciliation as at 31st July 2014 is accepted as a 
true record. 

 
9. Financial Budget Comparison 

Each Councillor received a copy of the financial budget comparisons as at: 
a. 30th June 2014. 

Resolved – that they are confirmed and signed as a true record. 
b. 31st July 2014. 

Resolved – that they are confirmed and signed as a true record. 
 

10. Financial Regulations 
As a result of the publication of the National Association for Local Council’s 
(NALC) draft model financial regulations Councillors were requested to adopt the 
revised Financial Regulations for this Parish Council. 
Resolved – to adopt the revised Financial Regulations for this Parish Council. 
 

11. Payment of Staff salaries 
Councillors were informed that staff salaries are now paid via online banking as the 
BACS Payment Services have been withdrawn by the Co-operative Bank. The 
Clerk informed Councillors of the internal financial control methods which have 
been introduced to maintain robust controls on payments as an integrated part of 
this council’s financial control system.  
 

12. Shadow Council 
Councillors were informed that Telford & Wrekin Council (T&Wr) has requested 
that a shadow council is created to oversee the smooth transition for a Lilleshall 
Parish Council. Telford & Wrekin Council has suggested that the shadow council 
consists of the 3 Lilleshall Ward Councillors, 1 Muxton Ward Councillor and 1 
Donnington Ward Councillor and the Clerk as well as T&Wr democratic services 
officer and representatives from T&Wr legal department. 
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Resolved – to set up a shadow council consisting of the Lilleshall Ward 
Councillors, Councillors A Lawrence representing Muxton and J Thompson 
representing Donnington to oversee the smooth transition for a Lilleshall Parish 
Council.  
 

13. Parish Council Assets 
Councillors were requested to write off the Bissell vacuum cleaner purchased in 
2007 due to its motor burning out. 
Resolved – to write off the Bissell Vacuum cleaner. 
 

14. Bench Ash Lea Drive 
Councillors are asked to consider a request received from a resident of Ash Lea 
Drive, Donnington for the installation of a bench on the garden area to the rear of 
the vicarage. 
Resolved – that the Clerk proceeds with getting a bench installed on the garden 
area in Ash Lea Drive but must stipulate that it is not placed near to the vicarage 
fence. 
 

15. Footpath Lights Red Hill 
Councillors discussed renewing the footpath lights situated off Red Hill, previously 
vandalised, at a cost estimated to be £9,169.15 
Resolved – that the Clerk investigates how much it would cost to install 
illuminated bollards along this footpath situated off Red Hill and to report back to 
Council at its next meeting. 
 

16. Child Protection Policy 
Councillors were asked to adopt the amended Child Protection Policy for this 
Parish Council. 
Resolved – to adopt the revised Child Protection Policy for this Parish Council 
 

17. Clerk’s qualification 
The Chairman informed Council of its contractual obligation to the Clerk who has 
now achieved the BA (Hons) in Community Engagement and Governance with the 
University of Gloucestershire. 
Resolved – that the Clerk is congratulated on his achievement and the necessary 
increment is awarded to him. 
 

18. Date of Next Meeting 
The Chairman informed Councillors that the next Council meeting will be held on 
Monday 13th October 2014 at Turreff Hall commencing at 7pm.  
 

The meeting closed at 2030hrs. 
 
Signed:        
 
 
Date: 
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