
Minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting held at Turreff Hall 
on 12th May 2014 at 7.00pm 

 
 
Present: 
 
Councillors: A Baker (Chairman), Mrs C A Baker, Mrs E A Clare, Mrs L M Dugmore, N 
A Dugmore, J Haigh, J Lavery, A Lawrence, C Mason, Mrs E P Millard, P Norton, J 
Thompson. 
 
Also Present: R Morgan (Parish Clerk), Lauren Corbett, Rose Gregory, Kathryn Hawley, 
Olivia Hawley and David Thompson.  
 
1. Apologies:  Councillors Mrs V Brown, B Green and Mrs P A Green. 
    Resolved – that the apologies are accepted. 
  
2. Chairman’s Report:   
 
It was a great privilege to be elected as Chairman to this Parish Council at the Annual 
Council Meeting in May 2013, the first Lilleshall resident to hold this esteemed position 
since 1968. I would like to take this opportunity to thank Councillor Liam Mason for his 
brief tenure as a Councillor and welcome his replacement Councillor John Thompson, 
once a former member of this Parish Council. I would also like to thank Derek White 
who had been an employee of this Council for eighteen years until the restructuring of 
staff led to his redundancy and wish him the very best for the future. 
 
During my chairmanship the Parish Council unexpectedly received notification that its 
street lights were soon to be obsolete and the cost of replacing these would be £158,400. 
Due to the cost involved the Council discussed this in great depth, taking six months to 
agree a five year replacement plan thus spreading the cost without having to increase this 
Council’s precept (demand on the Council Tax). Work will commence from April 2014 
onwards.  
 
I am delighted that the parish council’s allotments continue to thrive and it always 
impresses me how much produce can be grown from a small patch of land. The resultant 
community spirit occurring here is a credit to the tenants actively participating in 
maintaining the site, helping each other and holding social events such as a Christmas 
party and on-site barbeques.  
 
Once again we are in the process of another Community Governance Review (CGR), the 
second in four years. Whatever the outcome which is to be decided around July 2014, I 
hope everyone can accept the decision that will be made and work toward whatever 
process is required of this decision. It is proving to be a costly and unsettling exercise. 
 
Despite the success of last year’s Christmas festival it was decided not to hold a similar 
event in 2013 but instead, plan toward a World War 1 centenary commemoration event in 
June 2014. Plans for this are in the final stages and I hope the event will be a great 
success. I would like to thank all those involved in its organisation. 
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Cordingley Hall was leased to Nicola Casey of Casey’s Venues and officially re-opened 
on 11th July 2013. I wish them every success in their business venture and look forward 
to working with them for the foreseeable future.  
 
As Chairman I have been honoured to represent the Council, accompanied by my wife 
and fellow Parish Councillor, on nine separate occasions attending events ranging from 
the RAF Association, Remembrance Day and meeting with the Police Crime 
Commissioner.  
 
I would like to thank all the Councillors, the Parish Clerk Ralph Morgan and all the staff, 
Angela (Assistant Clerk) and Helen (Caretaker) for their support and hard work 
throughout the year. 
 
The Chairman also updated the Councillors on the fact that a petition had recently been 
submitted to Telford & Wrekin Council containing 554 names against an independent 
Lilleshall Council and stated that it was his own personal opinion that Lilleshall would be 
better off remaining as part of this Parish Council. 
 
Councillor P Norton thanked the Chairman for his work throughout the year and whilst 
representing this Council. 
 
3. Questions from Parishioners:  
Mr D Thompson asked why the Council would not be providing Christmas vouchers for 
pensioners this year and stated he thought it was disgusting. The Chairman informed him 
that it had been a majority decision voted for by this Council to stop giving pensioners 
Christmas vouchers this year.  
  
 
 
The meeting closed at 1910hrs. 
 
 
Signed: 
 
 
 
Date: 
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